UFOvis – Usability Study – Participant One

Moderator and Notes – Kelly

“Computer” - Helen

Introduction – Explain the project, brief run through of “the interface”.  You can leave at any time. 

Demographics:
Do you believe that there could be Unidentified Flying Objects?  Yes.
Age:  32

Level of Education:  College

Occupation:  Assistant Director

Tasks:

Task 1:  Find out what shapes are reported most in San Francisco?


Participant clicks San Francisco on the map of CA and gets a zoomed in version of San Francisco.  Then checks all under shapes.  


Changing (arrow is seen most).  To get back to the main screen participant wonders if there is a close button.  There is not so the participant clicks on the browser back button to get back to home.  

Task 2:  You’re doing research to verify a report you’ve read on UFO sightings in or around Bakersfield, CA.  The report is on disk shapes, flares and circles.  Using UFOvis determine if there is any correlation between the sightings around Bakersfield based on time.  


Participant clicks on Bakersfield on the map and goes to zoomed view of Bakersfield.  Wonders “why would I get a blank map?”  Checks boxes for the shapes:  disks, flares and circles.  Looks at the timeline.  Observes that the points are very spreadout.  Flares happen at the later part of the year.  Disks happen earlier in the year.  

Participant asks “Why can’t these dots look like these (referring to the shapes next to the checkboxes)?”       

Participant explores and clicks on the shapes on the map and sees that the shape is selected on the timeline and on the map.  There is also summary information that the participant can read to find out more information.  Participant explores more shapes.  

Participant clicks on the timeline and popup timelines appear.     

Task 3 (continues from Task 2):  Find other details such as duration and summaries about these sightings.  

Participant has already completed this task in task 2.  

Timeline Comparison:

Show the fisheye timeline and get feedback on that.

Fisheye is easier because it shows the day.  The fisheye is cool.    

This might be timeline exploration notes?  

Pull, drag and then click.  

Click, drag and then click.

Toggle to select more than one point.  

Post Task Questions:

1. Shapes:  Are you able to tell the difference between the shapes for example between a cylinder and a disk shape?

Yes the shape choices are fine.  The hexagon and circle are very similar in color and shape.  

2. Timeline:  Is it easy to select a date range or a specific date?

Fisheye – Single point date selection is better, there is less clicking.  The fisheye is bad for selecting a date range.  

Popup – Popup is better for range selection.  But then there is more clicking involves for a single point selection.

3. Are you able to see areas of interest effectively?  Such as time patterns or location.

Yes.  Would explore where the point were on the map and on the timeline.  

4. Is it easy to see the correlation between time and data points on the map?

Yes, clicking on the timeline relates to the points on the map and the other way.  

